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RANGER 

WEEK 
A SUCCESS 

By Kim Watts, '80 

Well, as always, Ranger Week 
was a success again this year. 

On Monday we started the week 
with Hat Day. We saw golf hats, 
baseball hats, old hats, new hats, 
red hats, blue hats, and even some 
"Blue -Stocking" hats. There were 
even a few cats in the hats. 

On Tuesday we "put on" a 
Dress -up Day in which we saw 
some female students and some of 
the ladies of the faculty dressed in 
three-piece suits, long gowns, and 
semi-long gowns(ragged hems). 
The guys were dressed in tuxes and 
three-piece suits (no ragged hems) 
On Wednesday, which was 
Halloween, we had SURPRISE!!, 
Halloween Costume Day. That day 
there arrived at school an assort- 
ment of the following: witches (two 
chained together, Pauline Fortin 
was chained to Gail Slaughter) 
some warlocks(several of 
continued on page 13 
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Senior Class "Plays" 



By Arthur Hag opian, y 80 

The trite title of this year's Senior 
Class Play was chosen by the lovely 
Shirley Hovanasian early in her 
career. "The Beverly Hillbillies" 
will be this year's play. After 
reading several selections, Mrs. 
Hovanasian finally decided on 
Hillbillies because of the variety of 
unusually different character roles 
available. Mrs. Hovanasian felt 
that this will suit the unusually 
different characters of our school. 
According to Mrs. Hovanasian who 
is "cute as a bug's ear", it is easier 
for the amateur actor to portray 
a very definite and pronounced 
character, rather than an average 
person. This is because there are so 
many more traits andcharacteristics 
to play upon. "The Beverly Hill- 
billies" offers just that (and 
nothing more). 

A stage adaptation of Paul 
Henning's hit television show, the 
script is hilariously funny, and 
affords the audience with some of 
the most clever lines in the play 
occuring at the outset of scene I. 
This play has promise(don't butter 
me up), and it is just waiting 
for all of those EAGER BEAVER 
seniors (and 1 do mean 
eager) to perform, and help out 
back-stage. 



Auditions for the play will be 
held in the near, and oh! so dear, 
future. The cast selection will be 
made upon the Indian principle in 
which no performer will be allowed 
out of his pre-designated niche "on 
the boards". Seriously though 
folks, cast selection will be made 
before the Christmas vacation to 
allow student thespians to learn 
their lines before returning in 1980. 
continued on page 14 

The RANGER SPIRIT extends 
'Greetings' to our former editors: 
Debbie DeJonker and Diane Brooks 




OH NOOOOOOO!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
THE YEAR IS ALMOST OVER! ! 



..By special sanction. 



METHUEN HIGH "PLAYS" 



GIRLS X-COUNTRY FRESHMEN 



At the beginning of the 
cross-country season when coach 
Hughs was asked what his goals 
were for the team this year he 
replied, 4 To win them all!" And 
that is just what the Girls Cross 
Country team did. 

The team ended its season 
undefeated with a 9-0 record. 

This excellent record brings the 
Methuen Girls Cross -Country 
Team their second year of un- 
defeated meets. Once again they 
are the Merrimack Valley Confer- 
ence League champions. 

Individual outstanding compet- 
itors on the team are Kathy 
McDermott, an M.V.C. All-star, 
beaten just two times by members 
of opposing teams, and cind) 
Gagnon, also an M.V.C. All-star. 



Things are looking good so far for 
the M.H.S. varsity soccer team of 
79-80. This is due to the team's 
capability and determination. 

Mike Sorter has been coaching 
for nine years and says he's loved 
every minute of it. Mike Sorter 
began the soccer program at 
Methuen High School, and has 
commented that all of the teams he 
has coached so far have had strong 
capability and determination. 

Striving determination, fantastic 
players, and lots of practice make 
this team a winning one. The 
captains are David Gemolaro, Dan 
Carrachio, and Dave Collopy, who 
do their job and lead the team well. 
All of the players do their jobs well 
and deserve recognition. 

As far as past games, there is a 
majority of good news. The game 



Sheilah Palumbo, third in the 
Junior-Senior Division of the 
Coaches State Meet, held in 
November in Boston, also placed in 
the M.V.C. All-star category. 

Honorable mention M.V.C. 
All-stars were Chris DiZogliot, and 
Dawna Carbonneau. 

The Methuen Girls Cross 
Country Team also includes the 
following fine runners: Alice Pen- 
nisi, Sandy McGrath, Cheryl 
Grasso, Cathy Burns, Susan 
Guzuski, Frances LaLiberty, 
Charlene LaMontagne, Jeanne 
Beauchesne, Cathy Bell, Patti 
Giblin, Beth Hamel, Lisa Grasso, 
Donna Kelley, Penny St. Louis, 
Kelley Stamoulis, Peggy Donovan, 
and Ellen Gray. 



against Andover, an annual rival, 
took place at Andover on Sept. 22, 
was won with a score of 1-0. Mr. 
Sorter commented two days after 
that this was a superb game. 
Realisticly, the team was not just 
victorious "over night", it took lots 
of determination, capability and 
practice. 

To conclude, the team and the 
coach: they really have what is 
needed to keep a team going 
during this coming year, and 
although there will be many 
up-coming troubles, defeats, and 
trajedies, there will be ever more 
victories, as the team moves closer 
to the state tournaments. 

Just an added note: On Oct. 2 the 
Methuen varsity soccer team cele- 
brated Coach Sorter's 50th varsity 
win. 



SOCCER 

Mr. Joseph Robilard, who has 
coached freshman soccer for three 
years is very pleased with this 
years team. The team started 
practicing almost as soon as school 
started in September. Soon after, 
they won their first game against 
Billerica at Nicholson Stadium. 

The Freshman soccer team has a 
twelve game season. This year 
they are shooting for a .500 season, 
because last year they were just 
under the .500 goal. 



J.V. SOCCER 

The j.v. soccer team opened their 
season with a win against Chelms- 
ford. 

Captains Jon Palazzo and Mike 
Higgenbottom have played ex- 
ceptionally well. Yong Park, of 
Korea, and Ted Kyriakoulais, of 
Greece have had great influence on 
the teaip with the skills they have 
learned in their countries. 

Coach Miner has been coaching 
J.V. Soccer for three years. During 
his coaching years he is happy to 
say that most of the players he has 
had have gone on to a varsity level 
and have improved greatly in the 
game. What Miner expects of his 
players is that they hustle on the 
field. 

The game against Andover, an 
all time rival, ended in a tie. This is 
the only time Miner feels a tie is 
not meaningless, because Andover 
is fantastic. With other teams 
Miner would rather have a win or 
loss to show who the superior team 
is. 



VARSITY SOCCER 



MORE SPORTS ON PAGE 15 
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What does one write as an 
editorial for a sports supplement? 
How is the subject matter chosen? 
It would be very easy to write about 
the football team's record, or any 
one of the coaches' ability to coach' 
but that would be unduly selecting 
one group of athletes for comment- 
ing upon, whether good or bad, and 
in the same light not paying 
attention to those that are worthy, 
or rather deserve it. So instead of 
focusing on one group, this editori- 
al will be concerned with the one 
thing that all of the various athletic 
activities has in common: Competi- 
tion. 

Competition exists in various 
forms. Webster defines competi- 
tion as, "The contention of two or 
more for the same object or super- 
iority; Rivalry." Taking this 
definition one step further, compe- 
tition is a contention with oneself; 
an inward commitment or devotion 
that an athlete has with which he 
disciplines himself. For this, one 
self-discipline is the true root of the 
drive for excellence. One must first 
say to himself, "This is my 
commitment, my struggle, my 
ultimate goal." By setting this 
standard for himself, the athlete 
has no further to look for satisfac- 
tion, whether the team wins or 
loses, but himself. For if he has 
fulfilled his objectives, he has 
accomplished his goal. 

Of course the ultimate goal is to 
win, but to coin an old phrase, "It 
is not whether you win or lose, it is 
how you play the game." This is 
may be an over — simplified atti- 
tude to take, however it is the most 
logical. The ultimate goal of 
winning is based on the purely 
selfish instinct of satisfaction. 
Taking this process of thought one 
step further, the goal of satisfac- 
tion is obtainable by simply 
fulfilling one's original objectives 



and maintaining the level of 
self-discipline required to do so. 
Each game then, each triumph, 
each defeat, becomes not only a 
team effort, but an exercise in self- 
discipline for each participant. 
Every competition becomes a per- 
sonal struggle in which everyone is 
a victor. 

In conclusion, we ask the 
athletes to please look to them- 
selves for the most that they can 
achieve. We look to the individual 
to do his best, and most 
importantly, we ask each partic- 
ipant to know why he competes. 
He competes for himself and for 
the satisfaction of knowing that he 
has done his best in contributing 
toward the team's ultimate goal of 
victory. 



GUIDANCE, 
PLEASE? 

By Claire Holland 
The Methuen High School 
Guidance Department offers quite 
a range of services. For those 
students preparing to continue 
their formal education beyond the 
high school level, booklets on tests 
such as the P.S.A.T., the S.A.T., 
the N.E.D.T., and the achievement 
tests are available. Students may 
also browse through a variety of 
catalogs from colleges, junior col- 
leges, universities and training 
schools. Information on scholar- 
ships and financial aide is avail- 
able. 

If you do not know who your 
guidance councilor is, that infor- 
mation can be obtained through 
your home -room teacher. Contact 
the Guidarce Department or your 
councilor if you have any questions . 




CLASS OF '80, '81 & '82! 

WIN YOUR 
WHEELS! 



in Zales High School 
Class Ring Sweepstakes! 

GRAND PRIZE 
Pontiac Trans Am 

10 SECOND PRIZES 
Solex Motobecane Mopeds 
and 500 other great prizes! 

No Durchase necessary Void where prohibited bv iaw 
Sweepstakes ends November 30 1979 
Get your free entry form ana offiaa> ruies at Za'es 

ZALES, THE DIAMOND STORE 

Student Accounts Invited 

Zales Zhe Diamond Store 

Methuen Mall 
Methuen, Mass. 01844 



VIEWPOINT: 

ETTU 
MR. WHIPPLE? 

By Joyce Godsey, Critic, '80 

If there is a censor for T.V. 
shows, why not for T.V. commerc- 
ials? 

While most of us think that T.V. 
shows leave much to be desired, we 
have neglected to observe what is 
happening in the commercials 
between shows. For instance, there 
is Mrs. Olson "Breaking a leg" to 
sell coffee, Mr. Whipple and his 
enticing toilet tissue, and Madge 
with her everlasting Palmolive 
sautee. Then there is Jean Nate's 
anatomy lesson and Guerlain's 
erotic suggestions; not to mention 
the legions of cats and dogs who 
will not only "sing" for their 
supper but will get up and "dance" 
for it too! 

When watching these 
commercials some questions come 
to mind: Where is The Tucker Inn?, 
or Where is Rosie's Diner?, and If 
Wednesday is Prince Spaghetti 
Day, what are the other days? 
When is the last time your 
underwear grew to life-size and 
spoke? And how would you like to 
share your medicine cabinet with 
the guy next door? What would we 
do without words like Schwepper- 
vescence, and Wessonalityl 

These are just a few in the 
endless parade of ads that tell us 
what to eat, what to wear, how to 
act and where to go. 

So, next time you lift the lid and 
see a little man in a boat do us all a 
favor FLUSH!!!!! 



RALLY 'ROUND THE 
PEP CLUB 



By Mary Catherine Dinan 

In case you haven't noticed, the 
1979-1980 Pep Cub is determined 
to have a productive and successful 
year under the enthusiastic (and 
sometimes psychotic) leadership of 
the Senior co-chairpeople, Jane 
Keleher and Shawn Morrissey. 

The club's primary function is 
that of a "psych-committee" which 
Fosters (Robert) a spirit of enthus- 
iasm and excitement concerning 
otherwise listless school activities. 
Most obvious is the club's focus in 
supporting athletic events. 

Members meet every other week 
to plot and scheme for upcoming 
school events and to organize 
groups to participate in these 
various activities and functions. 
Any banners, posters, or grafitti 
that may be seen around the school 
and at the various athletic events 
(Andover) are the handi-work of 
dedicated members who spend 
time after school making them. 
Thus far in the school year, the club 
has organized caravans of gypsies 
to travel far distances in order to 
harass and harangue the opposing 
teams. Thev also sponsored a 
"pom-pom shaker" sale, and prov- 
ided balloons for a hoped-for 

adition, a balloon lift-off at the 
Thanksgiving day game, and this 
certainly seems feasible with all of 
the hot air that we have available to 
us. The club is considering plans 
for a Christmas party, a Valentine's 
Day dance in February, and a 
festive night-rally in the spring. 



Special plumbs. 
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TAKE PART IN 

Sell 00/ Functions 



The members of this year's Pep 
Qub have expressed a genuine 
interest in supporting some of the 
school activities and teams which 
are otherwise overlooked, under- 
publicized, and under-nourished. 
Most important is the encourage- 
ment of the Pep Qub members who 
willing, ready, and able to work 
toward a greater sense of school 
spirit and who will be "committed" 
until June. 

Without the devotion of these 
concerned, spirited(sometimes 
overly "spirited") students, the 
activities and events at M.H.S. 
wouldn't be nearly as successful as 
they now are. 

In addition to the co-chairpeople 
mentioned earlier, the officers 
include, Kim Campbell, secretary, 
and Jody Wagland, treasurer. 
Members include, MarisaDonahue, 
Michele Catania, Noreen Waites, 
Paula Bonanno, Donna Carito, 
Terry Neil, Lisa Boynes, Gracinda 
Barbara, Judy Novack, Cara 
Kascione, Peggi Lever, Scott 
lenkins, Jim Buco, Jay Guzaj, 
Sheri Palimo, John Fitzpatrick, Bob 
C .urka, Cathy Chretien, and Soyun 
Park. 



MARCHING BAND "PLAYS" 



By Wendy Khentigan 

This year a few changes have 
taken place in the Methuen High 
School Marching Band, the most 
drastic of these being the moving of 
the band's rating from the 'B' 
category to that of the 'A' bands. 
Any band which has over ninety 
musicians is placed in this 'A' 
category. This year the band has 
expanded to over one hundred 
players. This is mainly because of 
an extremely large freshman class. 
There are six Class 'A' bands in 
Massachusetts, and Methuen has 
faced four of them. Winning the 
competition three times, Methuen 
was defeated a fourth by Norwood, 
the current state champions. In two 
competitions Methuen received 
awards for its drum line. 

This year Methuen is led by a 
new drum major, Steve Poirier, a 
Junior. Commenting on Steve's 
performance, Mr. David Is adore 
stated, "The job of drum major is a 
very difficult task. A new drum 



The Methuen High School Figure 
Skating Club, coached by Candi 
Doucette, is a fairly small (Pat) yet 
very active club. The club meets on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fri- 
days from 1:45 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. 
On Mondays and Fridays instruct- 
ion is given, and on Wednesdays 
skating is primarily recreational. 
The Skating club will be quite busy 
in the next few weeks. They are 
working on skating badges, will be 
receiving their skating jackets, and 
are preparing to put on a Christmas 
show which is scheduled for 
mid-December. 



major is often compared with the 
preceding one. I first thought that 
Steve would be intimidated be- 
cause of this, but he has proven 
that he isn't." 

In May the band is planning a 
trip to Toronto, Canada. They 
recently held a calendar sale in 
which they sold over 3,200 of them. 
This is expected to help defray a 
part of the cost of the trip. 

Anew policy will be incorporated 
next year as far as grading is 
concerned. Color guard and rifle 
members will be receiving a letter 
grade and one half credit. Anyone 
interested in joining this motley 
group should contact Mr. Is adore 
immediately after publication of 
this article. 

On December 13 the band will 
present a Christmas concert. Some 
of the selections that the band will 
play are: Evening Song, Festive 
Songs Of Christmas, and Hallel- 
ujah! There is a posibility that this 
performance will be broadcast live 
over the local, cable channel. 



DEAN 

CUNNINGHAM 
ON P.R. 

By Arthur Hagopian, '82 

At the end of the last school year 
Dean Sheila Cunningham took on 
the added task as Public Relations 
Coordinator for the high school. 
This entails submitting press re- 
leases to the local media such as: 
The Lawrence Eagle Tribune, The 
Methuen News, and WCCM radio. 
To facilitate matters Dean Cunn- 
ingham formed the PublicRelations 
Committee, made up of faculty and 
students. Journalists and photo- 
graphers, as well as the audio 
visual media are represented on 
the committee. 

Why this focus on P.R. all of the 
sudden? Because many groups and 
organizations complained that they 
were not receiving much-needed 
press coverage, so a more central- 
ized group was thought to be 
needed. The committee meets on a 
regular basis to discuss upcoming 
events, and anything needing 
coverage at this time is asigned to 
one of the writers and one of the 
photographers. The finished press 
releases are then forwarded to the 
appropriate media source. 

The Publicity Fact Sheet, 
available through Dean Cunn- 
ingham's office, should be filled 
out by the organization or com- 
mittee desiring coverage. Pre- 
event, promotional coverage, or 
post-event publicity coverage is 
available upon request. The Fact 
Sheet should be completed and 
returned as soon before the event 
as possible, so as to allow the 
committee sufficient time in proc- 
essing the request. This service is 
available to our clubs and organiz- 
ations, and we should try to use it 
its fullest capacity. 



WITH THE M.H.S. 
FIGURE SKATING CLUB 

BREAKING THE ICE 




Pam Dorsey practices for the Ice 
Show to be held in the near future. 



TEL-MEl) 



MEETING 
COLLEGE 
COSTS 

By arrangement with 
The College Board. 

Even if you are still a few years 
away from college, you've probably 
already begun to wonder how you 
and your parents are going to pay 
the bills. There are two ways to find 
out your chances of getting college 
aid. You can do it yourself with a 
free booklet from the College 
Board's College Scholarship 
service, or you can have CSS do it 
for you. 

As a high school senior, you 
should plan on doing your own 
estimate. Ask for a free booklet 
called 4 'Meeting College Costs" 
from your school counselor. It has 
instructions, worksheets, and 
tables to take you step-by-step 
through the process of figuring 
your elligibility for financial aid; it 
also tells you where aid comes from 
and how to apply for it. 

If you are not yet a senior, you 
can get an early estimate of 
financial aid elligibility through 
CSS's Early Financial Aid Plan- 
ning Service. It works this way: 1) 
Your parents answer eighteen 
questions about the family financial 
circumstances on a simple confid- 
ential application and send it to 
CSS with a $3.50 fee. 2) CSS 
analyzes this information using the 
same basic system used for fam- 
ilies who actually apply for finan- 
cial aid. 3) Your parents will then 
be sent a computerized, confident- 
ial report which estimates your 
eligibility for financial aid from 
different sources. They will also 
receive information about your 
state aid program and a guide to 
help interpret the report and 
develop a personal finance strat- 
egy. 4) For a free application, 
write to: Financial Aid Planning, 
Box 1175, Radio City Station, New 
York, N.Y. 10019. 



Tel- Med is a free service 
provided by the Bon Secours 
Hospital. A collection of tape- 
recorded messages, Tel-Med is 
designed to inform you ofpreventive 
health information and to help you 
recognize early signs of illness. The 
content of the tapes is intended for 
general information purposes only 
and is not to be considered as 
medical advice. 

The hours of Tel-Med operation 
are from 5:00 am to 8:30 pm. To 
use Tel-Med a caller simply does 
the following: 1) He selects a 
message of interest from the list of 
message titles. 2) He places a call 



By Kim Watts, '80 

For the past four years the Home 
Economic Department of Methuen 
High School has served a Thanks- 
giving dinner for the faculty and 
staff at the high school. The first 
year 65 people were served (ar- 
ranged delicately on some several 
assorted silver salvers), last year 95 
people were served, and this year 
1 10 people were served (neccesitat- 
ing several more silver salvers). 
This year's dinner required three 
weeks of preparation. The Foods 
and Nutritions I classes helped in 
preparing and freezing the food, 
all together about one hundred and 
ten students were involved. 

Directing operations for a dinner 
of such proportion fell to the 
capable supervision of Home 
Economic faculty including Mrs. 
Mildred Kern, head of the depart- 
ment, Ms. Cade, Ms. Rancourt, 
Ms. Benner-Hall, and Ms. Swider. 
Students who assisted the faculty 



to 687-1944. 3) He gives the 
operator the number of the tape he 
wishes to hear. Tapes noted with 
an asterisk* are available in 
Spanish. When the operator re- 
cieves your call, the tape is placed 
into a communications console 
which will then automatically dis- 
connect when the tape's 3 to 
7 minute message is completed. 
Each tape is recorded in in simple, 
easy to understand language. The 
Tel-Med Education Program is 
made possible through the gener- 
osity of the Irving E. Rodgers 
family, owners and publishers of 
the Lawrence Eagle Tribune. 

See last page tor directory 



in distributing the tickets for the 
dinner include: Lisa Morrisson, 
Tina Downey, Terri DiPietro, Lilly 
Jabour, Audra Christi, and Marg- 
uerite De Monaco. The Foods and 
Nutrition II Classes served the 
meal, and the day was helped along 
by the fact that Ms. Benner-Hall 
escorted non-participating Home 
Ec. students to the Media Labs to 
watch a movie. Funds raised from 
the sale of tickets to the dinner will 
go to the Methuen Scholarship 
Foundation. 

The meal consisted of the 
following: Six turkeys, 21 Lbs. 
each, 10 squash casseroles, 4 Lbs. 
each, 20 king-size loaves of bread 
for stuffing, 50 Lbs. of potatoes, 20 
Lbs. of mixed vegetables, 7 Lbs. of 
cranberry sauce, and 45 quick 
breads. The kitchen at the high 
school supplied the vegetables for 
the meal. For dessert, the guests 
enjoyed an assortment of 45 pies. 

The Thanksgiving dinner for 
1979 was a beautiful success once 
again. 



'Stuffing' A Bird 
with the home-cc dept. 



in mm 



By Arthur Hagopian 



The Belle Of Amherst opened in 
Boston on November 27 at the 
Wilbur theater. This one-woman 
show, starring Julie Harris, depicts 
the life of the American poetess, 
Emily Dickinson. We have heard of 
dynamite, explosive, and dynamic 
performances, but this present- 
ation defies all boundaries of 
excellence. Charles Nelson Reilly, 
the director/producer and William 
Luce, the writer, have turned an 
otherwise dull, uneventfull life into 
a superb production. The audience 
is captivated at the outset by quick 
aphorisms and levities as Julie 
Harris spins her magic web around 
us, and works her role into such as 
is seen only in the intracacies of 
fine lace. 

The audience laughs, cries, and 
thinks profound thoughts as they 
"see" the loves, the triumphs, the 
shortcomings, and the expectations 
of Miss. Dickinson come to life as 
the play progresses. 

Merry, M-E-R-R-Y, is how a 
young Emily Dickinson described 
her thoughts on the Bible to her 
mother superior at the Holyoke 
Seminary. Truly an eccentric, Miss 
Dickinson's life is marked by 
such similar, clever and sometimes 
euphamistic observations. In part 
one the audience learns that Emily 



dubbed herself as The Belle of 
Amherst because of her lack of 
gentleman friends and, partic- 
ularly, Valentines. "The belle of 
Amherst am I," she recalls sadly. 
Then adding, "But really! How 
plain and dull." Indeed so, Emily 
Dickinson, as recounted in the 
second part, realized how plain she 
was and felt her situation to be 
tragic. Valuable insight is gained, 
then, as to why she secluded 
herself at the 'Homestead' in 
Amherst. 

Scenery and lighting, designed 
by H.R. Poindexter, are extremely 
impressive. As Emily moves from 
her bed-chamber to her sitting 
room, one sees the seasons change 
behind her in a spectacular special 
effect of surrealistic landscape. 
Credit is also due for Theonie V. 
Aldredge who is the designer of 
Ms. Harris' wardrobe. From her 
white parasol and bonnet to the 
white, ruffled hem of her skirt, 
Julie Harris bears an amazing 
resemblance to the Massachusetts 
poetess who dressed exclusively in 
white toward the end of her life. 

This performance is certainly one 
to be looked upon with the highest 
appreciation. Ms. Harris brought 
the audience to its feet, and to 
hers, on opening night and prom- 
ises to do so for months to come. 



NEW 7 
AWARD 



IN THE BEST TRADITION 

By Dan Bishop, '83 OF THE THEATRE 



The Drama Club has been very 
active this year (for a change) 
under the adept leadership of 
Arthur Hagopian, president, and 
Shirley Hovanasian (cute as a sow's 
ear), advisor. This year their 
activities include a play for Family 
Services entitled "Who's Count- 
ing?". Frequent visits are made to 
local nursing homes in an effort to 
entertain the elderly of the town. In 
the best tradition of the theater the 
members of the club bring the 
smell of the greasepaint and the 



roar of the crowd to the otherwise 
restrained existence of the shut- 
ins. 

The club also presents variety 
shows which feature Arthur Hag- 
opian and some several million 
muslims in unnamed lands, sing- 
ing, dancing, and generally raising 
cain. 

Plans are being made for a 
presentation of the variety show at 
Methuen High School for middle 
school students. 



Well, Broadway has its Toni, the 
motion picture industry has its 
Oscar, and television has its 
Emmy. Since this is the end of the 
year, the Ranger Spirit is intro- 
ducing its award, the Rudi. It is a 
new award that we would like our 
readers to become involved with. 
We are asking you to cast your vote 
for one nominee in each category. 
Care was used in choosing the 
categories to fit today's changing 
lifestyle. We hope that this award 
will become a permanent part of 
theRanger Spirit's year-end cover- 
age. Each year a different selection 
of nominees will be chosen. The 
nominees were chosen from the 
lists of breathless thousands com- 
piled by the R.S.E.S., a consulting 
firm specializing in such trivia. 

PLEASE submit your ballot to 
the Ranger Spiritby placing it at the 
mailbox in the main office. A 
beautiful 8x10 certificate, suitable 
for framing, will be presented to 
the winner in each category 
regardless of the difficulties in- 
volved. 

SEE PAGE 9 FOR BALLOT 



1474 




ft 
U 

D 
I 



A 
U) 
A 
ft 
D 



WHY WAIT? THE TIME TO 
LEARN HOW TO DRIVE IS NOW ! 



GO SEE YOUR FRIENDS AT THE . . . 



METHUEN 

DRIVING 

SCHOOL 



290 BROADWAY DANIEL J. DODSON 
uctumem TE 28 ' MARY JO DODSON 

METHUEN DONALD BOHONDONEY 

(GAUNT SQUARE) sharoim rodgers white 

THOMAS BAKER 
EL, 682-9181 CHERYL KUCHAR 



Licensed by the Registry of 

Motor Vehicles 
Only driving school located 

in Methuen 
Save money on automobile 

insurance 
Complete driver education 



CLASSES: 

6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. 

TUE., WED., THUR., 



For Information Regarding Dates 
Of Classes Please Call 



in im nut iujjf 



THE CATEGORIES ARE: (please choose only onefrom each) 



1. OUTSTANDING PERFORMER If 
The nominees are: 



2. 



4. 



5. 



A BARBARIC ROLE: 



M/585ACRES . 



Uganda s Idi Amin for his performance in various and sundry 
New York s Truman, Capote for his cruelty to Gore vidal. 
Iran s Ayatollah Khomeini for his inciting of violence. 
Vietnamese Prime minister Pham Van Dong for his role in the plight 

of the Boat People. 

BEST PERFORMANCE OF A GROUP IN A SUPPORTING ROLE: 
The nominees are: 
[he Roger Wagner Chorale, 
he Methuen School Committee. 
iome..several_million muslims in unamed lands. 



[he Hethuen Education Association. 
The Days of the Jackal. 

3. , MOST OUTSTANDING MEDIA COVERAGE: 



The nominees are: 
The Goodyear Bli 



mp-on the Rose Bowl Parade. 



Howard Cosell and some several million Muslims in unamed lands-on the 
r n * • Heavy-weight Boxing Title. 

Erma Bombeck-on Ann Landers. 
Ann Landers-on Anita Bryant. 
The Lawrence-Eagle Tribune-on local news. 

_ BEST USE OF SPECIAL EFFECTS: 
The nominees are: 

jurricane david-for its destruction and violent after affects. 

(ing tut-for his aura of kingliness . 

School lunches-for their appearance as edible comestibles. 

The streets of, San Francisco-for their allusion of height. 

The Ayatollah Khomeini-for his sense of justice. 

_ THE BEST USE OF COMEDY IN A TRAGIC SITUATION: 
The nominees are: 
The OPEC nations-during the oil crisis. 
Irs. Hovanasian-on the Senior Class Play. 

i he Ayatollah Khomeini and some several million Muslims in unamed lands- 
on the American Embassy take-over in Tehran. 



Mf 
Th 

The average citizen- in the face' of risi ncTcosts?^ ' 
The Federal Aviation Administration-during the DC-10 



inquiry. 



Please choose ONE nominee from each category and leave your ballot in the 
mailbox in the main office. Thank-you for your interest! 
Winners will be published in the next issue. 



OF SENIOR "CLASS" 



By Penny Moore, Senior News 

The Methuen High School class 
of '80 has been a very dilligent (and 
delinquent) group of students. 
Taking on the endeavor of running 
Senior activities and, at the same 
time, keeping the underclassmenin 
line can be a very difficult task, but 
the Senior class has been able to 
manage quite well. The class is 
under the direction of Mr. Dave 
Whiting, Senior Class advisor, and 
John Fitzpatrick, Jim Buco, Scott 
Jenkins, and Sandy Marcinkavitch, 
the class officers. 

This year the Senior class has run 
three dances, one for the admini- 
stration to benefit the Honors 
Banquet and Awards Night, one for 
the Scholarship Foundation, and 
one for the benefit of the class 
itself. The dance for the Senior 
Qass was to celebrate the choosing 
of the Homecoming Queen. 

The Homecoming Queen for 1980 
is Cathy Leger (cute as a bug's 
ear). Her attendants are Darlene 
Michaud and Mary-Beth Manning. 

At the present time the Senior 
Class is running a fund-raising 
drive to benefit Senior activities. 
On December 11 tryouts will 



begin for the Senior Qass Play (in 
the best tradition of the theater). 
This years play will be "The 
Beverly Hillbillies". Close to thirty 
parts are open (as always) for the 
play and any Senior may audition 
for these parts (regardless of race, 
creed, national origins, or political 
affiliations). The play is guaranteed 
to make you laugh. 

The Senior Qass was also very 
successful with the Bloodmobile. 
The slogan, "Give a pint, get a 
cookie" helped achieve a total 
"pumping" of 80 pints. As in past 
years another "Bloodfest" is plan- 
ned for the spring. The Senior 
Class hopes that it will be able to 
break last year's record of 99.9 
pints(somebody got thirsty). 

The Senior class has also 
reviewed plans for another concert 
by the Army Band in January. A 
concert by the Navy Band, 
"Freefall", a concert by the 
Marine Band, a presentation on 
rape-prevention by the Army (who 
better to lecture on the subject?), 
and a Senior "Ranger Day" as a 
part of Ranger Week. 

If things continue with such 
speed and accuracy there is no 
doubt that the class of 1980 will be 
successful. 
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READING 
PROGRAM 
INITIATED 

By Ms. Patricia Ruhmann 

This program is designed to 
assist students in a variety of 
reading skills. The aim of the 
reading instructor is to instill in 
each student an interest in reading 
for learning and enjoyment. 
Teachers accomplish this by expos- 
ing students to a wide range of 
paperback books, short stories, and 
novels. 

One of the unique aspects of this 
course is the use of computers to 
supplement learning in the areas of 
English grammar, comprehension, 
and vocabulary. Each student 
working on the computer is geared 
at his own level. As the student 
progresses, his computer material 
becomes more difficult. Seeing this 
progress becomes a rewarding, 
learning experience. 

The success of the reading 
program is due, in part, to the fact 
that students are placed in small 
groups. This enables teachers to 
work with one's individual needs. 
Joining the reading program has 
proven to be a worthwhile endeavor 
for all involved. 



STUDENTS "SCORE"... 

WITH THE M.H.S. BOWLING CLUB 



By Ann Marie Fiorella 
As the new school year rolled in, 
so did the M.H.S. Bowling Club. 
Rick Bennett, president, and Ms. 
Fiorella, advisor, gatheredtogether 
a fine group of students to bowl 
every Wednesday from 3:00 to 5:30 
at Sandy's Bowladrome. Our 
school's ace-bowlers are: Randy 
Allen, Rick Bennett, Steve 
Boucher, Dave DiBurro, Roberta 
Gagne, Jeff Ha j jar, Jim Hajjar, 
Joe Heally, Shawn Langlois, Paul 
Lever, Judy Palkovitz, and Doug 



Rademacher. 

Thanks to the genertosity of Mrs. 
Nancy Bennett, our bus driver and 
quite capable team mate, and the 
A. B.C. Bus Company, the team has 
bus service to and from the 
bowladrome at a minimal cost. Jim 
Hajjar records the team'sstandings 
high triple, high single, and high 
average. The leading bowler so far 
is Shawn Langlois who has bowled 
an amazing 151 string and 376 
triple-quite laudable scores. The 



four-person teams have a great 
time throwing strikes, spares, and 
occaisional gutter balls. 

Teamwork is the name of the 
game (thats funny, I thought it was 
Bowling!). Socializing and exer 
cising are also factors. A banquet 
will culminate the season, and 
trophies will be awarded to deserv- 
ing bowlers. New members to the 
team are still welcomed. If you 
would like to bowl with the club, 
contact Ms. Fiorella in NE-9. 
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METHUEN TO BE "LYNCHED" 



By Arthur Hag opian, '81 

The Ranger Spirit is glad to 
welcome to the staff Tom "Scott" 
Lynch and his evergreen world of 
comics, Unchkins. 

In 1976 just nine short years after 
the Three-Day War in theMid-East, 
a small series of single-punchline 
comic strips, "John and Marcia" 
were drawn up. Unfortunately, due 
to the high cost of living, John and 
Marcia never moved from the 
drawing board. So much for John 
and Marcia. However, these char- 
acters gave Tom Lynch the idea for 
cartoons featuring Unchkins. The 
Unchkins will appear in each issue 
of the Ranger Spirit. 

The Unchkins represent different 
types of people with different 
attitudes and philosophies for the 
world in which they live. These are 
characters Tom Lynch, '81, has 
created and he hopes that in the 
near future he will be able to obtain 



a U.S. copyright for the Unchkins. 

Tom finds a part of himself in 
each of his enchanting Unchkins. 
He says, "I created them and I fell 



in love with all of them." We hope 
that our readers will find the 
Unchkins just as enchanting as we 
do. 




Introductory Coupon 

AHAZtDISCC 

Good Friday and Saturday thru 1979 

admit ©re 

"B" Street / Ocean Blvd. 
Hampton Beach NH 

open 7:30 pm 



TELEVISION WORKSHOP 
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By Ms. Patricia Moser. 



Starting December 10 students 
will be taking a course on television 
production in the Methuen High 
School Media Center. The Course 
will be taught by Ms. Pat Moser a 
media specialist on Monday and 
Wednesday afternoons from 2:00 to 
4:00 p.m. Students will receive one 
full credit on completion of the 
course. 

Funding for this course has been 
obtained through a federal grant 
for a Sex-Equity program. Not only 
will students learn about T.V. 
production, but they will also learn 
about non-traditional roles for men 
and women. 

The focus of the course will be 
learning how to produce television 



programs. Students will first learn 
the ins and outs of single-camera 
portable production using video 
porta-paks. Once they have master- 
ed this, students will move on to 
studio production. Methuen has a 
very fine two-camera color studio 
complete with special effects gen- 
erator and film chain. Throughout 
the course lighting, editing, and 
audio techniques will be taught. 
Students will also be responsible 
for writing and producing their own 
T.V. scripts. Special projects will 
include at least two group product- 
ions in addition to one individual 
production. 

We will be interested to see what 
progress this new group makes 
throughout the year (in the best 
tradition of the theater). 



Television ^Production 



AT THE HELM... 



By Wayne Barbin 

Mr. Kenneth Dolloff Jr., our new 
principal is actually not very new to 
the school at all. Bcause he has 
worked for us before, he is really 
very-well aquainted with the school 
and its curriculum. 

In a recent interview Mr. Dolloff 
stated that he is very impressed 
with this high school. ''Methuen 
High School has an excellent 
structure, perfect facilities, and 
very good students who 'get 
involved'," said Dolloff. "Many 
times throughout the year not 
enough credit is given to the 
teachers, the students, and the 
facilitators when they truly deserve 
it, "this summed up Mr. Dolloff s 
feelings about the high school. 

When questioned about the 
possibility that our Christmas 
vacation will be extended by virtue 
of the State Board of Education's 
suggestion that Massachusetts 
cities and towns due so, Mr. Dolloff 
honestly replied that he had no idea 
and that the matter had not been 
discussed with him. He went on to 
say that the school committee will 



be making a decision in the near 
future. 

On the recent state mandate on 
school prayer, Mr. Dolloff basically 
agreed with the student Senate in 
that it should be observed and 
respected as a time for silence. 

Mr. Dolloff commented on the 
newly-adopted policy of a 9:00 
homeroom period. He explained 
that it is not a major change and 
that we are not the first school in 
the area to implement it in its 
curriculum. Other high schools 
currently using this system include 
Burlington, Chelmsford, and 
Salem, N.H. The following is a list 
of reasons for this new procedure: 
1) Tardiness and absenteeism are 
easily regulated. 2) The office's 
computer system is streamlined, 
less time is spent on running the 
computers. 3) The morning an- 
nouncements are more easily con- 
veyed to the students. 

In closing Mr. Dolloff stated, 
"Any student attending Methuen 
High School should take advantage 
of a fantastic education... (students) 
will get cut of it exactly what they 
put into it." 




A HANDS-ON WORKSHOP 
presented by 
Media Center at Methuen High School 



Banger Week 

Continued from page one. 

"witch" shall remain anonymous), 
Draculas (Count Sore -Throat Pain(, 
bags of jelly-beans(acting loosely), 
hobos(who declined comment), and 
ogres(hungry to be included in the 
festivities). However, it seemed 
that the biggest costume appear- 
ances were by babies(no comment) 
On Thursday we had a Backward 
Day in which a number of students 
dressed from the inside out. Some 
classes seated their students back- 
ward(this being a considerable 
improvement over the usual decor 
of the classrooms). 

At the end of the week, the 
Powderpuff game was performed. 
The choreography for the Senior 
girls was directed by Ed Parolisi, 
appearing by special permission of 
the Social Studies Department. The 
Team was assisted from the wings 
by a chorus line of Angels, known 
as the Senior boys, appearing by 
special sanction of Mr. Nicholson. 
They were under the tutelage of 
Carole Dufresne, appearing by 
divine right. The underclassmen 
brutes were bullied to victory by 
Dave Tahan, appearing by arrange- 
ment with Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, 
Bean, Fenner, and Smith, and 
cheered on by the leering, jeering, 
sneering, underclass bodies in the 
stands. A good time was had by 
all. 

And "That Was The Week That 
Was", RANGER WEEK 1979. 



STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
"PLAYS" 



The Ranger Spirit extends 
'greetings' to our former editors: 
Richard LaCroix and Mark La- 
Brecque. 

Class Play 

Continued from page one. 

The director of the play is, of 
course, La Belle Dame Sans Merci, 
"Ma" Hovanasian. 
Her "ins is tams" include the ever- 
popular Dave Whiting, Senior 
Class Advisor, Carole Dufresne, La 
Belle, John Sieg, calculating as 
always, Joyce Contarino, wanted in 
seven states, Anne -Marie Krussell, 
no, not the Avon Lady, and 
Mary-Jane Jennings (that's two 
N's with P'ZAZZZ!) who is a new 
addition to the Drama Department 
as a teaching assistant. 

It is planned that rehearsal dates 
will be discussed with the cast so as 
to allow the transient actors to find 
semi-permanent addresses. 

Arrangements for other 
commitments (such as school) will 
have to be made as soon as 
rehearsals commence. 

According to the directors, the 
students are treated as professionals 
every year, and this year will be no 
exception. Attendance and punct- 
uality to rehearsals will be stressed 
as is in the best tradition of the 
theatre. Also, if a student is 
involved in a winter sport or 
activity he will be asked to make a 
decision about this activity prior to 
auditioning (in the best tradition of 
the theatre). 

The play is scheduled to open 
in mid-March(beware the Ides). 
Anyone interested in insisting with 
the play is urged to see Mrs. 
Hovanasian. This year's play 
promises to be as much of a success 
as in years past. In the best 
tradition of the theatre, THE 
RANGER SPIRIT wishes the best 
of luck to those who will "tread the 
boards" in this year's production. 



As in previous years, the student 
Senate of Methuen High School is 
once again working hard to provide 
services for both students and 
faculty. 

The Senate has elected the 
following students as its officers for 
1979-1980. President, Penny 
Moore, Vice-President, Cheryl 
Keegan, Secretary, Peter Parent, 
Corresponding Secretary, Tracy 
Kerman, and Treasurer, Robert 
Sanguedolce. 

There are also several 
committees within the Senate 
organization such as the Bulletin 
Board Committee of: David Saab, 
Cheryl Keegan, Cindy Shaheen, 
Cindy Winn, Cathy Bulovas, and 
Joyce Paris. This committee will 
begin this winter to use the huge 
board at the bottom of the South 
House staircase as a sports center. 
On this board will be recorded team 
scores, meets, and records. 

The Publicity Committee of: 
Steven Stanganelli, Elaine Sever- 
ance, Tracy Kerman, Penny 
Moore, Bob Sanguedolce, and 
Donna Carito, will be responsible 
for publicising all important 
Ranger events, both academic and 
extra-curricular. 



Serving on the Hospitality 
Committee are: Penny Moore, 
Tracy Kerman, Wendy Khentigan, 
Cheryl Keegan, Cindy Winn, Jo- 
anne Rybozyk, Linda Giuffrida, 
Nancy Giuffrida, and Donna 
Carito. This group is responsible 
for thank-you notes, sympathy 
cards, and welcomings to new 
students throughout the year. 

Once a month, a student is 
chosen from the high school to be 
representative of the best of the 
student body. The selection of 
Student of the Month is made from 
recommendations by the faculty 
and student members of the 
Senate. 

The Student Advisory Council is 
made up of two seniors, Bob 
Sanguedolce, and Donna Carito, 
one junior, Wendy Khentigan, a 
sophomore, Cindy Winn, and a 
freshman, Lauran Mariano. 

As part of the planned events for 
this year the student Senate has 
already sponsored Ranger Spirit 
Week, the Powderpuff Football 
Game, and a balloon sale. 

The student Senate works hard 
for you. If you would like to 
participate in the meetings, the 
Senate welcomes you to SW-13 on 
each Thursday at 2:00 p.m. 
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Senior girls Powderpuff Team. 



SPORTS 
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.1. V. FOOTBALL 



This year the Junior Varsity 
Football team is being coached by 
Al Zappalla. Coach Zappalla comes 
to his task well qualified. He 
attended Boston College and later 
transfered to St. Joseph's in ME. 
where he graduated. While in 
college Coach Zappalla played 
tackle football, basketball, and was 
on the track team. He was a coach 
and a social studies teacher for two 
years before coming to Methuen. 
Today he is a substitute teacher 
and the coach of two football 
teams. 

The JV football team, after 
playing four games, had a record of 
1-2-1. The first game of the season 
was against North Andover and the 
Rangers were defeated with a score 
of 6-0. their second game was on 
Saturday, Sept. 22, and they were 
again defeated with a score of 12-6. 
Finally on Sept. 29 the Rangers had 
their first win of the season when 
they wiped out Central Catholic 
with a score of 12-0! At Nicholson 
Field the team played Tewksbury 
and a scoreless tie was the result. 
Outstanding on defense were 
George St. Helair and John Phelps. 



SOPHOMORE 
FOOTBALL 

The Sophomore team, after three 
games, was undefeated. Two of 
their biggest upsets were against 
Chelmsford on the season opener 
in which the Rangers won 12-8. The 
other upset was against Central 
Catholic in which the Rangers won 
40-8. It was a big victory as all of 
their games have been. 




The Senior cheerleaders in 'action' 




Methuen taking the lead in Boys 
Cr oss-Country. 
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